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LIBRARY EXTENSION IN 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY 


THE DULUTH AREA 


JANE MOREY 





Many years of effort with 
no tangible results might well 
be discouraging to farm 
women, rural demonstration 
workers, and librarians, but in 
St. Louis County they per- 
sisted, and in March, 1937, 
were at last able to begin the 
development of county library 
service. St. Louis County covers 6,500 square 
miles and has a population of 204,596. 
Thirteen tax-supported libraries served parts 
of the county, but there were still 35,750 
rural people without books. What was the 
best plan of administration to reach this part 
of the population? For many years there has 
been appointed by the St. Louis County Club 
a library committee consisting of one or two 
librarians and as many farm women. This 
committee, under the guidance of the State 
Library Division and the Home Demonstra- 
tion agents, has talked library service at 
every possible meeting in the county, some 
times invited to attend and some times with- 
out such an invitation. The women have 
made it a part of each year’s program and 
all sorts of groups endorsed it. 

In the first years, as the country at large 
was becoming enthusiastic about the county 
library idea, the plan for St. Louis County 
followed the generally accepted plan, that is, 
a tax levied by popular vote over the part 
of the county not already taxed for library 
purposes; a centrally-located administrative 
unit and book depot, and book buses to take 
the books around. Although there were 
enough books in the thirteen public libraries 
to serve the entire county if put together, it 
was not feasible to try to combine the re- 
sources of these already well established and 
efficient libraries. Nor did the climate of the 
area make the idea of door to door delivery 
attractive. Also, to establish and administer a 
library for 35,750 people scattered over the 
entire county would require, so it was esti- 
mated, at least $50,000. And yet, here were 
libraries well equipped, whose book collections 





Librarian, Duluth Public Library 


We wish to express our 
appreciation to Miss Clara 
Baldwin for her help in 
editing these articles. Theve 
is no one who is better ac- 
quainted with all the work 
it was necessary to do be- 
fore St. Louis County ob- 
tained this library system. 





could well be used to serve a 
larger unit of population. Every 
library has good books that have 
been “read out” and that are 
standing idle on the shelves. 
And so the plan was developed 
at Miss Baldwin’s suggestion 
of dividing the county into four 
areas, to be administered by the 
four libraries of Hibbing, Virginia, Ely, and 
Duluth, by contract with the County Board 
of Commissioners. This plan had the advant- 
age of utilizing the existing facilities of these 
libraries and of reducing the areas to be 
served so that no library station would be 
more than sixty or seventy miles from the 
parent library. The cost of administering was, 
of course, reduced proportionately, and an 
ultimate cost of not more than $35,000 is 
anticipated. 

The County Board, the County School Su- 
perintendent, and the farm groups all 
seemed to have a revival of interest in the 
idea, and with much less delay than was ex- 
pected, the first grant of $16,000 was made, 
the contracts with the library boards drawn 
up, and the first stations opened. A flat grant 
cf $4,000 was made to each library for the 
year 1937. It was felt that the smaller li- 
braries needed more books to begin work and 
so should have the same as the larger ones. 
The contracts however contain the provision 
that after the first year, the contracts shall be 
made on the basis of the books actually loaned 
to the rural residents of the county. 

Each library operates independently, apply- 
ing its own rules and methods to its area. For- 
tunately, the rules of the three largest li- 
braries, at least, are practically the same, and 
the plan is for all libraries to honor all county 
library cards. 

The librarians of the four libraries con- 
cerned realize that the plan is not an ideal one, 
and do not claim that they will be able to give 
the best type of service, but it seems to be a 
workable solution of the particular problem 
confronting this particular county. Already the 
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libraries in the county are exchanging foreign 
books in large numbers and no doubt this 
closer association will increase inter-library 
loans with a resulting economy in book purch- 
asing. 

The Duluth library established in the 
first month of its contract eight stations and 
made arrangements for the placing and 
care of six more. These stations are in schools, 
stores, and private homes. So far the commu- 


nity or store keeper has furnished the book 
cases needed and no compensation is given 
the custodians. The work is under the Ex. 
tension Department, which administers the 
outlying stations in the City and is merely an 
extension of its activities. It is planned to make 
the rounds of the stations every month, check. 
ing up, and making changes in the collections. 
About thirty-five stations will eventually be 
established in the Duluth area. 


THE VIRGINIA AREA 
EDITH RECHCYGL 


Librarian, Virginia Public Library 


The Virginia area, reaching to the Cana- 
dian Border on the North, includes twenty- 
two townships. Three large villages now main- 
tain well-equipped, efficient libraries. Two 
other communities are served by school li- 
braries. In the territory not served, the Vir- 
ginia Public Library plans to establish about 
twenty-five stations, not counting the schools 
to which traveling libraries may be sent. 

In the first month of county service, the 


Virginia library has supplied twelve commu- 
nities with collections of books. These sta- 
tions are maintained in post offices, stores, 
and schools. Collections are ready for delivery 
to eleven additional communities. 

The rural people, particularly in the dis- 
tricts farthest from libraries, have received the 
books with open arms. After years of waiting, 
library service has come at last. For these 
people a dream has come true. 


THE HIBBING AREA 
BONNIE ELLIOTT 
Librarian, Hibbing Public Library 


Back in 1905, at the time the Hibbing Pub- 
lic Library was opened, there was much dis- 
cussion of a plan for library extension to the 
mining locations. So many foreign born would 
feel strange and lost in a public library, and 
books must go out to them. Through the co- 
operation of the Hibbing Library Board, and 
the Township of Stuntz this was accomplished. 
In 1919 the bookmobile began distributing 
books to the locations in the neighboring vicin- 
ity. This work has been carried on success- 
fully in the Township of Stuntz ever since, 
Hibbing thus being the pioneer in extension 
work in St. Louis County. 

Following the appropriation by the county 
commissioners, Hibbing immediately became 
very busy. The most important _ initial 
step seemed to necessitate some publicity 
which would reach all county residents and 
tell them of their new privileges. The bill 
was passed so quickly by the Commissioners 
that few were aware of it, and as the appro- 
priation for 1938 would be based on ten cents 


per circulation for 1937, an early start was 
imperative. 

A letter was sent out to residents of the 
area and an application card was enclosed 
with the letter. 

Applications began to pour in and by the 
end of March over six hundred people had 
registeced in the Hibbing area. 

In Northern Minnesota April is known as 
the month for “mud holidays.” When the 
frost goes out of the ground and the snow 
melts, county roads become impassable. It 
was necessary to make many trips in March 
to establish the stations while transportation 
was possible. The people seemed eager for 
the books, and with their fervent cooperation 
the work of finding a location and securing 
someone to take charge was a real pleasure. 

What looked like a tremendous project, 
with the steady, faithful work of those in 
terested, has become a reality and proof that 
there is no reason why rural people should be 
deprived of the same reading privileges and 
advantages of their city neighbors. 
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ZIMMERMAN IS NEW STATE 
LIBRARIAN 


L. F. Zimmerman, librarian at the Junior 
College, Virginia, Minn., has been appointed 
director of the Library Division of the State 
Department of Education according to an 
announcement made March 13. He will be- 
gin his service in the State Department June 
first. 

Mr. Zimmerman came to the Junior Col- 
lege at Virginia in 1932 from Bakersfield, 
California, where he was county librarian 


| in charge of the public library. He took his 


Bachelor’s degree at the University of Wis- 
consin in political science and history, his 
B.S. in library science at the University of 
Illinois and his M.A. in library science also 
at the University of Illinois. He has done 
work toward his doctorate at the University 


of Chicago Library School. 





MINNESOTA LIBRARY INSTITUTE 


The state library associations of Minnesota 
and North Dakota expect to join in a Library 
Institute to be held October 11-14 at the Center 
for Continuation Study at the University of 
Minnesota. This will be followed the last 
three days of the week by the two-state con- 
ference. The institute will be under the ju- 
risdiction of the University and will be open 
to librarians in positions, who regularly reg- 
ister for it. The exact nature of the classes 
has not yet been decided, but sections in chil- 
dren’s work, and in problems of interest to 
librarians in the smaller towns will be included. 

A list of topics which are suggestive of 
what will be taken up has been sent to all 
members of the Minnesota and North Dakota 
Library Associations to be checked and re- 
turned to the committee. Librarians who have 
not received one may do so by writing to Miss 
Gertrude Glennon, Secretary, Stillwater. The 
response has been very encouraging since 
many have expressed their interest and their 
desire to attend. The general plan is to have 
talks followed by discussion periods in the 
morning, with conferences in the afternoon. 
The definite plans have not been formulated 
yet, but it is the hope of the Executive Board 
that the week may be as helpful as possible 
to librarians of Minnesota and North Dakota 


and any suggestions to that end will be 
gratefully received and so far as possible in- 
corporated in the final arrangements. A re- 
quest has already been received that something 
be included for hospital librarians. 


The two-state conference to be held the 
last three days of that week is also in process 
of planning. It will be the aim of the Execu- 
tive Board to tie this up with the Institute and 
yet give those who can only get away the 
latter part of the week something worthy of 
their attendance. 
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Basic reference books; an introduction to 
the evaluation, study, and use of reference 
materials with special emphasis on some 200 
titles, by Louis Shores, undertakes to answer 
the question, “Which of the four thousand 
titles in Mudge’s Guide to reference books 
must be mastered for reference work?” and 
suggests how this mastery can be obtained. 
A chapter called “The core collection” lists 
first tools for reference work in school, public 
and college libraries. Price, $4.00. 

Book numbers, by Bertha A. Borden, gives 
a basic code of rules in this manual for stu- 
dents. In addition the function and history 
of book numbers and the various book num- 
ber tables are discussed. A bibliography is 
also included. Price, 45 cents. 

Booklist books, 1936, lists some 300 titles 
representing the annual selection by librarians 
of useful books. As last year, a special group 
of technical and business books selected by the 
chief of the Technology Department of the 
Detroit Public Library has been included. The 


price is 75 cents. 


Books and pamphlets on library work, 1937, 
lists in groups the publications of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. The 1936 and 1937 
titles are starred. 


H. W. Witson Company 
Essay and general literature index, 1934- 
1936 supplement; an index to 10,632 essays 
and articles in 570 volumes of collections of . 
essays and miscellaneous works, edited by - 
Marian Shaw, cumulates in one alphabet all 
Supplements to the Index issued from 1934 
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through 1936. In addition 91 volumes have 

been indexed and included. Service basis. 
Index to vocations, compiled by Willodeen 

Price and Zelma E. Ticen, is arranged alpha- 


betically by vocation. This guide to printed 
material on occupations is most useful in the 
light of increasing interest in various fields 
of work. Price, $1.25. 


COUNTY LIBRARIES 


The statistics of county work as given in the table below are also in the statistics of 
public libraries, excepting Hennepin and Ramsey Counties, where the county work is a 
separate department. In all other cases, the county appropriation is added to the general 
library budget and the work is handled by the regular staff, so that the county circulation 
is included in the public library statistics. Percentages and per capitas in the public library 
statistical tables are based on city population for purposes of comparison. 





COUNTY 


LIBRARY 


STATISTICS—1936 





County 
Contracting Appro- 
Public Library priation 
Anoka $ 300 
South St. Paul . 300 
Minneapolis 2,883! 
Grand Rapids ,417 
. International Falls ,195 
Two Harbors ,055 
Litchfield 325 
Rochester 400 
..Thief River Falls ,160 
. Paul ,500 
Duluth, Hibbing 
Virginia, Ely 5,000 
Owatonna ,902 
Stillwater ,300 


County 
Anoka 
Dakota 
Hennepin 
Itasca 
Koochiching 
Lake 
Meeker 
Olmsted 
Pennington® 
Ramsey 
St. Louis 


Rural? 
Popu- 
lation 
Served ers 
,951 643 
3,500 2 45 
,595 : 17 86 
3,513 2,209 § 17 64 
,477 600 19 
2,680 556 
15,034 1,087 
14,805 446 
7,000 1,602 
9,600 3,750* 


——Distributing Points——County 
Deposit Circu- 
Stations Schools lation 

5,859 
16,734 
509,871 
35,095 
11,529 


Rural 
Borrow- Bran- 
ches 


10,821 
14,990 





‘Includes state aid for school libraries. 


“Includes population of all communities without other library service. 


*Report for 18 months. 
*Includes 1,978 pupils in rural schools. 





PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS 


“Any library which has been officially 
charged with the responsibility, or has volun- 
tarily assumed the responsibility, for providing 
free library service of a general nature to a 
particular community . . . has been considered 
to be a public library.” 

Unless a school library, which also serves 
the public, receives added support from public 
funds, their statistics have not been included. 
Figures were received for only 21 out of the 
50 association libraries. 

Summary of Public Library Statistics, 1936. 
Public libraries maintained by tax support 

ee 


School libraries serving as public libraries 
(with added support from public funds) 8 
Public libraries maintained by associations 50 


Total volumes in public libraries. 2,278,342 
Total volumes issued in 1936 9431329 
Total expenditures for public lib- 
raries, 1936 $1,205,927 
Population served by public libraries 1,584,512 
Population without public library 
979-441 
976,519 
2,922 


service (.38 per cent) 
Rural without 
Urban without 
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LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 





REMEDIAL READING BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Bibliography of materials related to reading difficulties, especially those of junior 
and senior high school pupils. Selected from a bibliography prepared by Margaret R. 
Greer of the Board of Education Library, Minneapolis Public School, May 4, 1937. 


SOME BOOKLISTS USEFUL IN 
SELECTING BOOKS FOR PUPILS 
WITH READING DIFFICULTIES 


Berglund, A. O.—Easy books interesting to 
children of junior high school age who have 
reading difficulties Winnetka Public 
School, Feb. 1, 1937, 3 pages mimeo- 
graphed. 


Denver Public Schools—Books for pupils of 
limited reading ability in junior high school. 
1937, I page mimeographed. 


Minneapolis Public Library—Books with in- 
teresting content and easy words, prepared 
by Miss Lucy Wightman, 3 pages mimeo- 
graphed—This is the experience of a 
single library but it is most suggestive for 
further experimental work. 


Pennsylvania, Dept. of Public Instruction— 
Reading list for junior and senior high 
schools—Bul. No. 80, 1933, Harrisburg. A 
list designed for the purpose of suggesting 
plans for improving the reading of boys and 
girls in junior and senior high grades. 
Poems, essays, and stories are arranged ac- 
cording to reading difficulty; also lists are 
arranged to lead from trite interests to more 


profound reading. 


Roos, J. C-—What shall we read next; a pro- 
gram of reading sequences (Reading for 
background ser. No. 2) Wilson, 1935. An- 
notated list of books for young people 
from 15 to 19 with suggestions for books 
which further develop the interest created 
or direct interest into new channels. 


SOME RECENT BOOKS WRIT- 

TEN FOR OR ADAPTABLE TO 

REMEDIAL READING PROBLEMS 
IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS 


Wewerka, G. M.—Boundless world of books 
—Globe Book Company, 1935. A catalog 


of easy, medium and difficult books for 
outside reading in high school. 


Moderow, Gertrude & others, ed.—Six great 
stories—Scott, Foresman, 1937. Contains 
Treasure Island, Legend of Sleepy Hollow, 
Rip Van Winkle, As You Like, Gareth and 
Lynette, and The Golden Touch. Elimina- 
tion of language and vocabulary hazards— 
large type—short length reading line. 


Persing, Chester L. & Leary, B. E.—Adven- 
ture bound—Harcourt, 1936. A reader for 
slow ninth grade pupils. Mr. Persing is from 
the New Trier High School in Winnetka 
where experimentation with slow groups 
has been going on for a number of years. 
Miss Leary is the co-author with Dr. Gray 
of a number of studies in reading interests. 


Salisbury, Rachel & Leonard, J. P—Making 
sense, how to say what you mean and un- 
derstand what you read—Scott, Foresman, 
1936. An introduction to reading to be used 
in the gth and roth grades. 


SOME RECENT ARTICLES AND 
BOOKS ON EXPERIENCES AND 
METHODS IN CORRECTING 
READING DIFFICULTIES 


Anders, L. L.—Remedial effects of a free 
reading program—In English Journal 
(High School Edition) 25:851-6 D’36. 
Tells of work in Cleveland, Ohio high 


school. 


Arthur, Grace—Non-reading child in the li- 
brary—In Minnesota Library Notes and 
News Vol. 11 No. 11-12:182-3 Sept.- 
Dec. ’36. 


Barry, Linda & Pratt, Marjorie—Remedial 
reading program in a public high school— 
In School Review 45:17-27 Ja’27. Shore- 
wood Junior-Senior High School, Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin program for remedial read- 
ing. 
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Bowden, F. E.—Reading plan for high 
schools—In Library Journal 61:824-27 Nov. 
I, 1936. 


Byrns, Ruth & Henmon, V.A.C. Reading in- 
terests of high school seniors—In English 
Journal (High School Edition) 25:61-64 
Jan. ’36. Admission blanks filled out by 
freshmen entering the University of Wis- 
consin reveal reading interests. 


Conrad, L. H.—Laboratory process in junior 
high school reading—In English Journal 
(High School Edition) 26:211-27 March 
’37. An attempt to overcome the tendency 
to superficial reading and careless writing. 


Cornell, Berenice—Experiment with slow 
readers—In Reading and School Library 
3:127-30 March 737. University High 
School at Ann Arbor, Michigan. Interest- 
ing list of books liked. 


Deal, A. B. & Seaman, Albert-—Group rem- 
edial reading in high school—In English 
Journal (High School Edition) 26:355-62 
May ’37. 8th and gth grade pupils in 
Brookline, Mass. 


Dolch, E. W.—First steps in remedial read- 
ing—In Elementary School Journal 37:268- 
72 Dec. ’36. Shows how sight vocabulary 
deficiencies can be corrected at 4th grade 
level. 


Durrell, D. D.—Providing for individual dif- 
ferences in reading—In Education 56:30-6 
Sept. 735. 

Durrell, D. D.—Remedial reading—In Book- 
list 33:177-9 Feb. ’37. An article of inter- 
est to librarians since it presents the prob- 
lems especially for them. 


English curriculum for low ability groups at 
Evanston Township High School—In 
Bulletin of Dept. of Secondary School 
Principals of N. E. A. 20:8-41 Dec. 736. 
Gives books used in courses with excellent 
annotations showing use. 


Gates, A. I—Failure in reading and social 
maladjustment—In N. E. A. Journal 25: 
205-6 Oct. 736. 

Gates, A. I. and Bond, G. L.—Prevention of 
disabilities in reading—In N.E.A. Journal, 
25:289-90 26:9-10 Dec. 36, Jan. 37. 


Gray, W. W.—Summary of reading investi- 
gations (July 1, 1935 to June 30, 1936)— 
In Journal of Educational Research, 30: 
553-76. Gives summaries of investigation in 
reading readiness, vocabulary studies, script 
versus print, reading errors and difficulties, 
adjusting instruction to individual differ- 
ences, differences in achievement, rate and 
span of recognition, factors which influence 
comprehension, reading in the content field, 
use of magazines in teaching English, read- 
ing interests, reading tests, diagnosis and 
remedial instruction, etc. Contains a val- 
uable bibliography which will supplement 
this one. April, 1937. 


Hancock, A. S.—What to do in secondary 
school English for slow learning pupils, a 
brief annotated bibliography. Central High 
School, Trenton, N. J. 4 pages mimeo- 
graphed. 


Labrant, L. L.—Content of a free reading 
program—lIn Educational Research Bulletin 
16:29-34 Feb. 17, 1937. Ohio State Uni- 
versity School. Report shows that adoles- 
cent has much greater power to read and 
think intelligently than results of conven- 
tional program have led us to believe. 


Library service for remedial reading classes 
at Seward Park High School—In High 
Points, 8:68-70 May 36. 


Malchow, E. C.—Reading interests of junior 
high school pupils—In School Review, 
45:175-85 March 737. LaCrosse, Wiscon- 
sin. 

New York City Association of Teachers of 
English—Further studies in reading—im- 
proving the reading habits and tastes of 
high school pupils—Noble & Noble, 1937. 
Includes books suitable for high school 
reading, methods in the use of newspapers 
and magazines, evaluates the movie and 
radio in reading. 


Persing, C. L. & Sattley, H. R.—Discovering 
the reading interests of maladjusted stud- 
ents—A.L.A. Bulletin, 29:13-23 Jan. 735. 
An experiment with pupils entering the 
New Trier Township High School. Cen- 
tered in free reading classes. 
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Smith, Dora V.—Relationship of remedial 
reading to the problems of teaching—In 
Reading and the School Library, 3:99-100 
Jan.-Feb. 737. 


Wiggam, A. E.—Touch and Lo! In Read- 
ers Digest, 29:91-4; in Today, Oct. 17, 
1936. Kinesthetic method of teaching read- 


Witty, P. A. & Kopel, D.—Motivated rem- 
edial reading in the high school—In English 
Journal (High School Edition), 25:533-42 
Sept. ’,6. A project developed in one of 
the Chicago high schools. 


Zehres, F. A.—Methods of remedial reading 


ing as developed by Dr. Fernald of the 
University of California. 


instruction at the high school level—Harv- 
ard Teachers Record, 6:154-62 June ’36. 


RECENT BOOKS OF MERIT 


The following titles are some of the newer 
books recently added to the open shelf collec- 
tion of the Library Division, State Depart- 
ment of Education. 

In annotating these titles the Library Di- 
vision has been assisted by members of the 
staffs of the Minneapolis Public Library, 
the St. Paul Public Library, the Hill Ref- 
erence Library, and the following individ- 
uals: L. Marles, S. Stephan, M. and J. Wet- 
tleson, I. Friswold, H. Kittelson, L. Towley, 
H. Bjornson. This cooperation the Library Di- 
vision acknowledges with appreciation. 


Carnegie, Dale. How to win friends and in- 
fluence people. Simon, 1937, $1.96. 150 
A popularly written self analysis and 
self help manual based on a course of lec- 
tures given to adults by the author. L.M. 


Ashton, E. B. The Fascist; his state and his 
mind. Morrow, 1937. $2.50. 335-6 
An unimpassioned and clearly developed 
presentation of Fascism, as against pseudo- 
Fascism, its presence in Europe and its threat 
to democracy today. It carries us only to the 
early autumn of 1936. S.P.P.L. 


Bennett, Harry. More for your money; a 
buyer’s guide. Chemical publishing co. of 


N. Y. Inc., ¢1937. $2.75. 338 
“An informative manual and reference 
book on how to spend your money to the 


best advantage on food, clothing, fabrics and 
textile goods, cosmetics and toilet requisites, 
articles of domestic use, furniture and other 
furnishings for the home, etc., etc.” 


Sub-title. 


Pearson, Drew and Allen, Robert S. Nine 
old men. Doubleday, 1936, $2.50. 3.47 


The well-known authors of Washington 
Merry-Go-Round present an eminently read- 
able account of the essential facts concerning 
the U.S. Supreme Court and its members. 
Beginning with a brief and highly illuminat- 
ing historical account of the Court’s develop- 
ment to its present position of a “legislative” 
power, the authors then devote a chapter 
each to the present justices. These chapters 
—biographical, anecdotal and critical—are 
perhaps the most interesting and valuable of 
the book. Further chapters are given over to 
a discussion of the Court as it has functioned 
under the New Deal. The book presents all 
the material needed for an intelligent un- 
derstanding of the current controversy over 
the President’s proposal for changes in the 
judiciary insofar as they apply to the Su- 
preme Court. j.W. 
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Paterson, Donald G. and others. Men, wom- 
en and jobs. Univ. of Minn. press, 1936, 
$2.00. Text ed. $1.50. 371.42 

A study based on Project II conducted 
by Employment Stabilization Research In- 
stitute. An explanation of a typical case 
study: tests used, facts obtained from em- 
ployment history (past and recommended) 

and employment practices. L.M. 


American Association for Adult Education. 
Handbook of adult education in the 
United States, ed. by Dorothy Rowden. 
The association, 1936. $2.25. 374 

A directory of nearly 1,000 local, state, 
and national adult education agencies with 

a listing of the names and addresses of the 

responsible officers, statistics, and notations 

of the kind of work carried on by each 
agency. Includes thirty-six articles on the vari- 
ous types of adult education, alumni educa- 
tion, private correspondence schools, the 

Federal emergency adult education program, 

private correspondence schools, university 

extension, parent and family education, 
special schools for adults, workers’ education, 


etc. S.S. 


Sims, Blackburn. The trailer home; with 
practical advice on trailer life and travel. 
Longmans, 1937. $1.50. 629.226 

“The advice contained in this book is 
backed by more than 50,000 miles of trail- 


ering.” Preface. 


Benbow, John. Manuscript and proof; the 
preparation of manuscript for the printer 
and the handling of the proofs. Oxford, 
1937. $1.50. 655 

“To tell writers the simple things they 
should know about preparing manuscripts 
for publication in book form and about the 
reading and handling of proofs.” —_ Preface 


Bruce, Marjory. The Book of craftsmen; the 
story of man’s handiwork through the 
ages; with numerous illustrations. Dodd, 

n. d. $2.75. 670.9 

Aims to “give a clear picture of the de- 
velopment of the principal crafts evolved by 
mankind through the ages, and at the same 
time a series of lifelike sketches of the crafts- 
men of other days.” In addition it hopes to 
create in children an active interest in the 


handicrafts. 


Martin, John. America dancing; the back. 
ground and personalities of the modern 
dance. Dodge, 1936. $3.00. 793.32 

The American “modern” dance is the 
most truly American art today, according to 

John Martin, dance critic on the New York 

Times. Mr. Martin’s contribution has been 

outstanding. He has done more with his pen 

to champion the cause than have the dancers 
themselves. 

In a lucid style, couched in terms for the 
layman, he has portrayed the growth, 
achievements and relationships to each other 
of such dancers as Isadora Duncan, Ruth St. 


Denis, and Martha Graham. M.P.L. 


Pinchot, Gifford. Just fishing talk. Tele- 
graph press, 1926. $2.50. 799 
Twenty-five fascinating yarns about all 
sizes and kinds of fish caught (and some 
lost) everywhere from New England to Ta- 
hiti during the past fifty years. S.P.PLL. 


Guptill, Arthur L. Sketching as a hobby. 
Harper, 1936. $2.50. 741 
“While this volume is designed primar- 

ily for the amateur, its content is far from 
superficial, and so should prove of equal 
value to any student of art and allied sub- 
jects, as well as to the art teacher and the 
younger professional.” Preface. 


Ewen, David, comp. and ed. Composers of 
yesterday; a biographical and critical guide 
to the most important composers of the 
past. Wilson, 1937. $5.00. 780 

A companion volume to Composers of 


Today. 
Blegan, Theodore C. and Ruud, Martin B. 


ed. and trans. Norwegian emigrant songs 
and ballads; songs harmonized by Gunnar 
J. Malmin. U. of M. Press, c1936. $3.00. 
780 
“Verses produced directly by the emi- 
gration movement and collected from many 
and miscellaneous sources are here brought 
together for their historical interest.” 


Introd. 


Pillsbury, Arthur C. Picturing miracles of 
plant and animal life. Lippincott, 1937. 
$3.00. 70 

Lapse-time photography gives opportur- 
ity to view each second’s change in the get 
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mination of a seed, the development of a 
leaf. The author has spent many years of 
his life perfecting the camera which records 
the smallest movement in plant and animal 
life. 


Altstetter, Mabel Flick. We all talk. Nelson, 
1936. 6oc. 808.5 
Brief manual with very practical sugges- 
tions on improving one’s voice, and speech 
in such everyday situations as using the tele- 
phone, giving directions, expressing sym- 
pathy, etc. 


Edgerton, A. C. More speeches and stories 
jor every occasion. Noble, 1936. $2.00. 

808.85 

A companion volume to the author’s “A 

speech for every occasion.” Suggests to ama- 

teur speakers new thoughts on old subjects. 


Anderson, Maxwell. High Tor. Anderson 
house, 1937. $2.50. 812 
A refugee from Progress wins his point 
and loses his ground with the help of some 


“flying Dutchman” ghosts and a steam 
shovel. An Anderson comedy owing little to 
What Price Glory? and much to Winterset. 
The theme is persuasive, the verse quiet, 
and the comedy gusty. Something fresh in 
the American theatre. LT. 


Yearbook of short plays. Row, 1936, $4.00. 
812.08 


Twenty-five new non-toyalty plays. This 
third volume of a series of yearbooks is edi- 
ted by L. O. Snook. Useful for those in 


need of additional amateur play material. 


Cordell, William H. and Cordell, Kathryn 


Coe. American points of view. Doubleday, 


1937. $2.00; text ed. $1.00 814.08 
Amid all the ephemera which mass pro- 
duction has brought to publishing there is 
present a good deal of writing that is worthy 
of greater permanence than pulp, three wire 
staples, a gaudy cover and a quick reading 
can give it. This anathology of magazine 
articles, the third in an annual series, seeks 
to sift the wheat from the chaff and provide 
it that better harvest. Twenty-three articles, 
all of which originally appeared in magazines, 
by such a varied group of authors as, Joseph 
Wood Krutch, Sinclair Lewis, Max Eastman, 
Clarence Darrow, Ernest Hemingway, Henry 


Seidel Canby, Stuart Chase and Lewis W. 
Douglas are included in this well edited vol- 
ume. Some of these essays may prove to be 
emphera but taken as a whole they are typical 
of the best of our informative and speculative 
magazine writing. 


H. B. 


Moult, Thomas, ed. Best poems of 1936; 
decorated by Elizabeth Montgomery and 
Agnes Miller Parker. Harcourt, 1936. 
$2.00. 821.08 

This attractive little book is the fif- 
teenth annual anthology of poetry culled 
from British and American periodicals by 

Mr. Thomas Moult, a name well-known in 

the field of poetry and literary criticism. Con- 

rad Aiken, Stephen Vincent Benet, Lord 

Dunsany, A.E., Robert Frost, Archibald 

MacLeish, Naomi Mitchison, and other les- 

ser known poets make the collection a mem- 

orable one. Although we may think the title 

a shade too definite—it would be for any 

compilation—there is much of great beauty 


here. M.PLL. 


Deval, Jacques. Tovarich; adapted by Robert 
E. Sherwood. Random house, 1937. $2.00. 
842 

Some plays have to be seen in order to 

be appreciated, others carry within them the 
power to act themselves almost without benefit 
of the spoken word. Robert E. Sherwood’s 
adaption of Jacques Deval’s Tovarich comes 
within that class. Not that it is not good 
theater, for a play that has been the interna- 
tional success this one has could not be other- 
wise, but its pointed dialogue easily comes to 
life in the quiet of the sitting room. Its story 
of Russian emigrees in Paris is told with a 
sense of humor that reveals something of the 
futility of the search for meanings in a world 
in which the paradox has become almost com- 
monplace. A comedy that can tickle both 
Herr Hitler and The New Masses and pack 
theaters on two continents has got something. 


H. B. 


Guedalla, Philip. The hundred years. Doub- 
leday, 1937. $3.00. go 
Snapshots, with perspective background, 
taken around the world at significant mo- 
ments during the last hundred years, by a 
sound historian who is witty, wise, and a 





16 LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 





fine writer. Nothing new, but so presented 
that the old lives and has meaning. Not 
LT. 


musty. 


Eurich, Alvin C. and Wilson, Elmo C. In 
1936. Holt, c1937. $2.50. 909.82 
“Brings together events chronicled piece- 
meal in dailies, weeklies, monthlies, and a 
host of other sources. It presents major and 
significant trends rather than a factual chro- 
nology. It includes what, in the judgment 
of the authors. are outstanding events of the 


year.” Preface. 


Fergusson, Erna, Gautemala. Knopf, 1937. 
$3.00. 917.28 
One of the few books in English about 

the social, cultural and economic life in mod- 
ern Guatemala available to the general read- 
er. The author’s intelligent observations of 
the living Guatemalan and his environment 
are sensibly blended with enough history and 
archaeology to make the book useful both 
to tourist and armchair traveler. Illustrated 


with photographs. S.PP.L. 
Lynd, R. S. and Lynd, H. M. Middletown 


in transition. Harcourt, 1937. $5.00. 917.3 
A great book, superior in subject mat- 

ter and literary style to its antecedent, this 
volume examines the effect of ten years of 
unprecedented boom and depression on the 
life of Middletown. Basically the texture of 
its culture has not changed. Its values are 
the same as in 1925, but with defensive, neg- 
ative elaborations. Quoting Stuart Chase 
“Middletown is as American as 2 baked 
apple, a sugar maple, or Huck Finn.” It is 
worthy of careful consideration. C. H. 


Thompson, Oscar. The American singer; 
with 108 illustrations. Dial, c1937, $2.75. 
920 
This record of the opera singers in 
America beginning with Julia Wheatley and 
Charlotte Cushman down to the present time 
with Grace Moore and Nelson Eddy is good, 
both as entertaining reading and useful ref- 
erence. 


Alexander, Holmes Moss. Aaron Burr, the 
proud pretender. Harper, 1937. $3.50. 921 
Most of us know Aaron Burr only as 

the man who shot Hamilton; he is the “dirty 
coward who shot Mr. Howard.” But this 


biography shows that Aaron Burr was more 
than a famous duelist. 

However in his introduction Mr. Alex- 
ander states that it is his purpose to restore 
some of the blackness to the picture of Aa- 
ron Burr. He feels that some of the more 
recent biographies have shown the picture of 
Burr in a better light than a true interpre- 
tation of the facts would justify. M.P.L. 


Bowen, Catherine Shober Drinker and Meck, 
Barbara von. “Beloved friend”; the story 
of Tchaikowsky and Nadeja von Meck. 
Random house, 1937. $3.00. 921 

A magnificent and wierd correspondence 
strung together with comments by the auth- 
ors. These letters have beauty and fascination 
and much new light is shed upon Tchaikow- 

sky as a man and as a musician. H. K. 


Brawley, Benjamin. Paul Laurence Dunbar. 
The Univ. of North Carolina Press, 1936. 
$1.00. 921 

Within the brief compass of this book 

Benjamin Brawley presents not only a living 

characterization of Paul Laurence Dunbar but 

he translates into words, as far as that is pos- 
sible, the spirit and the aspirations of the poet. 

Dunbar was the first American negro of pure 

African descent to give lyrical expression to 

the aesthetic life of the negro and to him 

must be accorded a high place among those 
negro writers who have been true interpreters 
of their people. Without ostentation and with 

a pleasing objectivity Mr. Brawley provides in 

this volume about the only satisfactory full 

length estimate of this unique individual. 


H. B. 


Field, Mrs. Isobel (Osbourne) This life I’ve 
loved. Longmans, 1937. $3.00. g21 
Charming, intimate account of the life 

of the step-daughter of R. L. S., from a 
rough mining-camp in Nevada, to France, 
Hawaii, and finally Samoa with R. L. S. 
Excellent side-lights on artists and their 
lives. SPPL. 


Kipling, Rudyard, Something about myself. 
Doubleday, 1937. $2.50. 921 
An autobiography mainly of Kipling’s 
point of view and methods of writing. Of 
particular interest to young people is a de- 
scription of Kipling’s first years in England, 
(indicating that “Ba ba black sheep” was 
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based on Kipling’s personal experience). 
Many references to the writing of Kim, 
Captains Courageous, and the Jungle Books. 

S.P.P.L. 


Morton, Rosalie Slaughter. Woman surgeon; 
the life and work of the author. Stokes, 
1937. $3.00. 921 

A facetious reviewer remarks that sur- 
gery has reached its fifth era—that of auto- 
biography. Certain it is that in these years 
of the thirties, many followers of Aescula- 
pius have broken the long, dignified repres- 
sion of the medicine man and have burst 
into excited and exciting personal revelations. 

Axel Munthe started the procession in 1929 

and was followed by the grave and scholarly 

Morris, the irrepressible Heiser, the inimical 

Gogarty, to mention but three of the many. 
Now we have the female of the species. 


Hers is a warm, outreaching, understand- 
ing personality. Dr. Morton’s experience has 
been unusual because her capacity is great, 
her spirit humble and her sense of humor 
forever on the job. She is an honor to her 
profession and to her sex. M.P.L. 


O’Malley, Ernie. Army without banners. 
Houghton, 1937. $3.50. 921 
The “Trouble” in Ireland through the 
eyes of one active in it. Less a novel than a 
diary given background, perspective, and the 
advantage of second thought. Little drum- 
beating, surprisingly detached. Has much of 
the Irish poetic eye, often well-phrased. L.T. 


Roeder, Ralph. Catherine de’ Medici. Viking, 
1937. $3.75: 921 
Ralph Roeder has the great ability of 
writing history into his biography so well, 
that such a book as this is a superb account 
of the period in which this remarkable woman 


lived. H. K. 


Gannes, Harry and Repard, Theodore. Spain 
in revolt. Knopf. 1936. $2.00. 946 
Harry Gannes is international news col- 
umnist on the Daily Worker. He and his 
colleague are frankly on the side of the 
Spanish workers. 

Their book shows evidence of haste and 
careless work, but it crowds into 226 pages 
an immense mass of information. 

A great amount of detail is given partic- 


ulary of the period since October, 1934, 
with chapters on the historical roots and the 
economic roots of the revolution, the Bour- 
bons, the land troubles, the church and the 
army. M.P.L. 


Peers, Edgar Allison. The Spanish tragedy, 
1930-1936. Oxford Univ. press, 1936. 
$2.50. 946 

The author is professor of Spanish in 
the University of Leeds and has spent more 
than a quarter of the last twenty years in 

Spain. His book is a careful survey of events 

since the end of the Dictatorship and a 

serious effort to understand the Spanish 

people. He writes, he tells us, as objectively 
as possible and in many instances as an eye 
witness. 

The fundamental cause of the Civil War 
he ascribes to the extreme individualism of 
the Spaniards, to their inability to cooperate 
for the common good, and to the lack of 
leadership. Yet he thinks that Spain has a 
great future and that the solution will be 
found in a great leader who can rise above 


party politics and rule with moderation and 
justice. M.P.L. 


Walker, Charles Rumford. American City; a4 
rank and file history. Farrar. 1937. $2.50. 
9776 

Graphic case history of Minneapolis as 
exemplifying the fifty-year story of the 
farmers and workers revolt in the northwest 
culminating in the truck drivers’ strike of 
1934—a readable, illuminating volume. I. F. 


Farjeon, Eleanor. Humming bird. Stokes, 
1936, $2.50. 

A strange tale which combines the so- 
mance and beauty of the coast of France in 
its glory and the adventures of a little Eng- 
lish country maid in her aunt’s antique shop 
in a London suburb. Watteau, the romantic 
court painter, Finettem, the little Italian 
actress rival to the great Maintenon, and 
Lady Charlotte de Marignan-Croissy mys- 
teriously become the boy in the garden, Rosa- 
bella the dancer and Aunt Charlotte’s 
mother. Recommended for readers who en- 


joyed Martin Pippin and the Apple Orchard. 
M.W. 
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Forbes, Esther. Paradise. Harcourt, 1937. 
$2.50. 

Esther Forbes’ most recent novel, ‘“Par- 
adise” reveals more fully those powers which 
won the Pulitzer award for her earlier “O 
Genteel Lady.” Against the background of 
seventeenth century colonial days, when the 
Indian was a more real threat to the colonists 
than the devil, Miss Forbes gives us the chron- 
icle of Paradise, the house of Jude Parre, gen- 
tleman, and the stories of his two sons and 
three daughters. Miss Forbes’ ability to delin- 
eate character, as well as her feeling for the 
period and the facts, make this an historical 
romance that is easy and worth reading. 


H. B. 


Kaye-Smith, Sheila. Rose Deeprose. Harper, 
1936. $2.50. Fiction 
In this latest and most dramatic of 
Sheila Kaye-Smith’s novels, the locale shifts 
from Sussex to the neighboring Kent, of 
which she writes with equal sympathy and 
insight. Her characters are again farmers 
and close to the soil as in Joanna Godden, 


perhaps her best novel, with which this one 
compares favorably in power and sincerity. 


She gives us beautiful prose descriptions 
of the English countryside. M.P.L. 
Lovelace, Maud & Lovelace, Delos. Gentle- 
man from England. Macmillan, 1937. 
$2.50. Fiction 
An American promoter unloads proper- 

ty in southwestern Minnesota upon several 
unwary English gentlemen. Their romances 
and adventures as colonists make a readable 
entertaining plot. S.P.P.L. 


Sayers, Dorothy L. Busman’s honeymoon. 
Harcourt, 1937. $2.50. Fiction 
A consummation devoutly to be enjoyed 
by followers of Lord Peter Wimsey and Har- 
riet Vane in Gaudy Night and other books. 
Suave, pungent dialogue, rich characteriza- 
tion, civilized observation. Stands on its own 
feet as a novel—and has a mystery almost 
up to the Sayers par. 


Vercel, Roger. Salvage. Harper, 1936. $2.50. 
Fiction 

Vivid, vigorous story of the terrific 
struggle to save a foundered Greek ship. Will 
be enjoyed by those who remember Binns’ 
“Lightship” with pleasure. S.P.P.L. 
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A MERIT SYSTEM FOR MINNESOTA 


(Eprror’s Nore: A recent State Department pamphlet is here reviewed by 
the director of the University of Minnesota Public Administration Center.) 


A Merit System for Minnesota. Social Science 
Series No. 1, Educational Materials Project, State 
Department of Education. St. Paul. 1937. 63pp. 10c. 


What is the “merit system?” Why is its 
adoption essential if modern government is 
to discharge satisfactorily the many and varied 
activities in which it is engaged? What has 
been the history of the merit system in the 
United States? What proportion of the em- 
ployes of our national, state, and local gov- 
ernments are now selected upon the basis of 
merit? How is the merit system administered? 
Why is a duties classification of all positions 
in a government service a necessary pre- 
liminary to effective recruitment? How are 
employes selected under the merit system? 
What are the rights and obligations of gov- 
ernment employes under this system? 

These and other equally significant ques- 
tions are briefly but informatively answered 
in this valuable and timely study prepared 
by Dr. A. Stephen Stephan, under the super- 
vision of Mr. A. R. Rathert, administrative 
assistant in the State Department of Educa- 
tion. Of particular interest to Minnesotans, 
however, is the section devoted to personnel 
conditions in the state government of Minne- 
sota. Records in the office of the Director 
of Personnel in the Commission of Ad- 
ministration and Finance have been used to 
ascertain the number of positions and the 
number of employes in the state government 
as a whole in each of the four classes of 
positions set up by the Commission of Ad- 
ministration and Finance, the length of time 
served and the salaries received by state em- 


ployes. Employes of the state educational, 
penal, and charitable institutions are not in- 
cluded in the compilation. Significant aspects 
of public employment in Minnesota thus re- 
vealed are: 62 per cent of state employes in 
August, 1936, had served five years or less; 
23 per cent had served more than ten years; 
42 per cent were employed by the Highway 
Department; 71 per cent were receiving less 
than $150 per month. 

Common fallacies which exist in the public 
mind regarding civil service and the merit 
system as found by the Commission of In- 
guiry on Public Service Personnel in 1935, a 
glossary of terms, a well-selected bibliography, 
a list of questions for discussion, and a legis- 
lative history of merit system proposals in 
Minnesota complete the study. Librarians, 
teachers, leaders of study groups, and citizens 
generally will find this publication useful and 
stimulating. It should contribute to a wider 
acceptance of the conclusions reached by those 
who prepared it, namely: “The time for the 
establishment of a merit system in Minnesota 
is long overdue. Such a move would go a long 
way toward modernizing state personnel ad- 
ministration, attract to and keep in the state 
service men and women of competence and 
character, increase the efficiency of govern- 
ment, and promote the welfare of the state.” 


Lioyp M. Suort. 


The University of Minnesota. 
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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIAL 


Alexander, Carter. Around the World alman- 
ac in eighty questions; first series for 1937 
World Almanac. Carter Alexander—pub- 
lisher. 10c. 

Will be helpful for use in teaching the 
World almanac to junior and senior high 
school students. 


America’s town meeting of the air. Problems 
of social security. (Series 2, no. 6) Amer. 
bk, 1936. roc. 

Brief intelligent discussion by Frank Bone 
and M. A. Linton. Bibliography. 


What price must we pay for peace? 
(Series 2, no. 3) Amer. bk, 1936. roc. 
The opinions of four people. Selected 
bibliography. Can be used with young 


people. 


American library association. Junior members 
round table. S O S in the library—how to 
find material on a subject. H. W. Wilson, 
1936. 10 for 35¢. 


Very useful, illustrated pamphlets on teach- 
ing the use of the library. 


; . So this is the catalog! H. W. 
Wilson, 1936. 10 for 35¢. 


Black and gold; the story of petroleum. (In- 
dustry series no. 1) 820 N. Michigan, 
Chicago, Young, Phelps. 50c paper. 


The nature and origin of petroleum and 
the steps necessary for converting it into 
useful products. Accurate though simple 
writing. Useful for readers of junior high 
school age. Well illustrated. 


Cleary, Florence Damon. Learning to use the 
library in the junior high school. Wilson, 
1936. 75¢. 

“The lessons are written to give pupils 
instruction in the use of books and in 
study techniques which they need in order 


to do effective work in English.” Should 
be especially helpful in the small school. 


Coons, Margaret Neeld, comp. 124 success- 


ful ideas for library publicity. Follett. Free. 


“To give the school librarian finger tip 
suggestions and ideas for better advertis- 
ing. Included are only the best suggestions 
for publicity which have actually been used 
successfully.” 


Cundiff, Ruby Ethel. Recommended refer- 


ence books for the high school library. 
Follett, 1936. 25¢. 


An excellent, up-to-date list. 


Lankes, Julius J. & others. Making prints; 


shop talk on the graphic arts; ed. by E. W. 
Watson. 250 E. 43rd Street, New York 
City, Scholastic publications, 1936. $1.50. 


Definite instruction for making prints for 
the beginner. Woodcuts, wood engraving, 
aquatint, etching, drypoint, lithographs and 


linoleum prints are all included with illustra- 
tions from the prize winning prints from 


Scholastic Awards Competition. 


McIndoe, Hilda McColl. Indians of North 


America; a bibliography. Follett. 12¢. 
A four page bibliography of Indian ma- 
terials including fiction, biography, and 
history. Most useful for young readers. 


McKay, Herbert. First steps in science series. 


Oxford. 40c each. 

Air and the wind. 

Candles and lamps. 

Looking glasses. 

Rain in the garden. 

Sound and noise. 

Sun and the moon. 

Well presented simple science for children 
of eight to ten. Each chapter is followed 
by suggested experiments. Can be most 
profitably used in a class room under the 
direction of a teacher. 
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New York housing authority. 1.What price 
subsidy. 2. Housing confronts congress. 
3. The failure of housing regulations. 
4. Housing becomes a national issue. Free. 
Timely pamphlets, very useful in both 
school and public libraries. The fourth one 
give a review of the Wagner-Steagall 
Housing bill. Illustrated. 


Nienburg, Bertha M. Policy insuring value 
to the woman buyer and a livelihood to 
apparel makers. Bulletin of the Woman’s 
Bureau, No. 146 Gov’t. Print Off. roc. 
Should be read by all women who buy 
clothes! Illustrated—bibliography. 


Peace Panorama. Published monthly by the 
Minnesota Branch of the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. soc. 

A very worthwhile publication recom- 
mended for all libraries. 

Richardson, Charles R. & Spaulding, Mar- 
jorie G. Know your constitution. Richard- 
son & Spaulding. 4oc. 

A useful pamphlet on the Constitution. 
Answers many questions concerning the 
legislative, executive and judicial depart- 
ments. Has glossary of terms difficult to 
locate elsewhere. 


Skadsheim, H. & Hoen, R. E., comp. Skad- 
sheim topical index to the National geo- 
grapic magazine. Berrien Springs, Mich- 
igan. Distributed by White Brothers’ In- 
ternational Visual Education Service. 25c. 
“An aid to the study of botany, zoology, 
agriculture, history, geography and many 
other allied subjects covered by the Na- 
tional geographic magazine. It is a com- 
pendium index, giving at a glance a sur- 
vey of all the articles published on any topic 
from 1917 to-1937.” For public and school 
libraries. 


Social security board. Some basic readings in 
social security, prepared in the Library In- 
formational Service, Social Board, Wash- 
ington, D. C., 1937. Free. 

Includes publications of a general nature 
in addition to Old-age benefits, Old-age 
assistance, Unemployment compensation, 
Child welfare, The Blind, Vocational re- 
habilitation and Public Health. Useful in 
both public and high school libraries. 


Stephenson, M. B. & Millett, R. L. As others 


like you. Bloomington, Illinois. 1936. 25¢. 
A simple, etiquette pamphlet for young 
people. 


U. S. Agriculture adjustment administra- 


tion. Sources of information on consumer 
education and organization. (Consumers’ 
counsel series, pub. no. 1). Gov’t. print. off. 
Free. 

Lists and describes federal government 
agencies performing consumer services; 
non-profit governmental organization; and 
suggestions for consumer study courses. 
Bibliography includes publications of each 
group. 


Townsend, Mary E. & Stewart, Alice G. 


(Social science service series). Wilson, 
1936. 75¢. 

This series“ aims to provide a timely, author- 
itative, inexpensive and practical guide in 
handy form to all kinds of materials and 
aids for the teaching of history and the 
social studies.” They are especially designed 
for teachers in the junior, senior high 
school, the junior college and in adult edu- 
cation groups. 


U. S. Resettlement administration. America’s 


land. Washington, D. C. The author, 
1936. Free. 

An attractive, well illustrated pamphlet de- 
scribing what the Resettlement administra- 
tion is doing about land conservation. 


White, Herbert C. & J. Henry. Scrapbook 


cards; 14 pictures of China’s beauty spots 
reproduced in rotogravure, with caption 
card and descriptive Story folder. Berrien 
Springs, Michigan. The authors. 25¢ set. 
For purchase if illustrative material is 
needed on the subject. 


Wood, Edith Elmer. Slums and blighted areas 


in the United States Housing Division, 
Bulletin no. 1. Federal emergency administ- 
ration of public works, Housing division, 
Washington. 20c. 

“Sets forth in convincing manner the great 
need for sum-clearance and rehousing of 
the low-income groups, discussing the hous- 
ing conditions in various cities (including 
Minneapolis) and citing the various sur- 
veys conducted by local and other agencies.” 
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A.L.A. PRESIDENT SENDS MESSAGE 


I am very glad to send greetings to 


library workers in Minnesota through the 
Library Notes and News Bulletin. The Pres- 
ident of the American Library Association 
can attend only a few of the many state 
library meetings; indeed it is becoming neces- 
sary to limit attendance to the regional gather- 


ings, which include several states. And so, 
of your large group, I have been able to meet 
personally only the very few who attend 
American Library Association conferences. 

Librarians have had no more interesting 
period to work in than the present. Unsettled 
as we may be as to just what is going on in 
the world, there is no uncertainty as to the 
importance of books and library materials in 
this crisis. They have the values to give 
faith and courage to individuals in their 
personal difficulties, to check and balance with 
past experience the many social and economic 
theories brought forth, and to keep clearly 
before the leaders that fairness, honesty and 
justice are among the principles on which ‘the 
foundations of our country were laid. 

Libraries are finding more favorable 
financial conditions. As appropriations in- 
crease, we must remember the lessons we 
learned from the economies of the depression 
and increase the effectiveness of our work. 
Greater attention to book selection, elimina- 
tion of unnecessary routines, and a better 
planning of library personnel should continue 
during more prosperous times. 

Above all, we must be alert to the new 
trends that offer libraries new opportunities 
and a wider field, even though these call for a 
different approach and a willingness to break 
away from library traditions. Some of these 
trends are a widespread and tremendous in- 
terest in social, economic, and political ques- 
tions; new media of expression: the moving 
picture, the radio, and soon, television; new 
forms of transportation: aviation, the auto- 


mobile with its trailer and auto camp; a very 
intensive desire to continue and to broaden 
educational efforts, both individually and in 
groups; and the future use of the film and 
microcopying for literary records. 

Our library foundation was laid by lib- 
rarians who, without precedent, established 
the idea of books supplied freely at public 
expense for their educational and_ inspira- 
tional value. These librarians, by their vision 
and resourcefulness, met the obstacles of tax- 
ation, lack of system and method in library 
organization, and built the library into one 
of the essential institutions of the American 
community. Vision and resourcefulness are 
needed more than ever today, with a willing- 
ness to break away from tradition in develop- 
ing on the solid, pioneer foundation the serv- 
ices that are responsive and adapted to the 
needs of the times. Opportunity there is (if 
we take it) for the library to advance its 
influence as an educational institution through 
a more widespread appreciation of the en- 
during values of books. 


Matcotm G. Wryer. 





FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 


A booklet is being printed containing the 
speeches presented at the dinner held at the 
University of Minnesota celebrating the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the establishment of 
the first library school. It will include the 
talk on The Library School and Library Life 
by Mr. J. Christian Bay, Mr. Walter’s talk on 
the Growth of the Library Training Idea, and 
the play by Miss Charlotte Matson “A Con- 
versation with Mr. Dewey,” which was pre- 
sented by members of the Minneapolis library 
staff. Anyone wishing a copy may obtain it 
from Miss Lura C. Hutchinson, Library Divi- 
sion, University of Minnesota on payment of 
five cents to cover the cost of mailing. (Or it 
may be obtained free by those who can 
arrange to get it direct.) 





